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In this case, MSHA Inspector Francis E. Wehr issued a
section 104(a), "S&S" citation on December 14, 1982, citing
a violation of mandatory safety standard 30 CFR 75.1003.
The condition or practice cited is as follows:

Adequate guarding was not provided for the
energized trolley wire and trolley feeder, at the
37 crossover switch off C track haulage road.  The
guards on the inside were knocked down and lying
on the mine floor on B track haulage.

Inspector Wehr confirmed that he issued the citation in
question after finding that the overhead energized trolley
wire at the C track cross-over switch was inadequately guarded.
He stated that the guarding had been knocked off, and that he
found it lying on the mine floor.  The guarding was missing
along a six-foot area which he described as the "V" intersec-
tion, at the point where the C track haulage and a Gross-over
from the B track haulage intersected.  He identified exhibit
P-l as a copy of the citation, and the second page is a copy
of his notes, including a rough sketch of the cited location
(Tr. 319-329).

Mr. Wehr stated that the trolley wire was approximately
five and one-half to six feet off the floor, and that it was a
550-volt DC wire.  He confirmed that abatement was timely
achieved by re-installing the section of guarding which was
not in place.  He also confirmed that the trolley wire
guarding has been a problem in the mine in that it is often
knocked off by the trolley "harps," particularly at the
track switch-over locations.  He also indicated that mine
management is aware of the problem and makes an effort to
constantly keep after the work force to be alert to the
problem.

Mr. Wehr indicated that his principal concern was that
the locomotive or mantrip operators who regularly passed
under the wire would come in contact with the unguarded
wire.  If they did, it was his opinion that it was reasonably
likely that a serious injury would occur. He confirmed tnat
he was aware of the fact that past accidents or fatalities
have occurred in the mining industry when miners came in
contact with unguarded trolley wires similar to those which
he cited in this case.  Although he could not document any
recent accidents at the mine, he did indicate that he had
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